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* On the afternoon of Oct. 23, a Cuban plane landed in Managua carrying 35 tons of rice, condensed
milk, beans and tuna. * According to Cuban news agency Prensa Latina, on Oct. 24 the East German
government released a communique announcing the authorization of $1.8 million in emergency
aid to the Nicaraguan government. * Nicaraguan Vice President Sergio Ramirez arrived in West
Berlin on Oct. 23 to attend a congress focused on cultural cooperation with Central American and
Caribbean nations organized by the West Berlin Arts Academy. After receiving damage reports from
Managua, he was made principal coordinator of requests for disaster relief in Europe. Ramirez said
he had already established contacts with the European Economic Community and the UN Food and
Agricultural Organization. Delegations from these organizations are expected to travel to Nicaragua
within days to evaluate the extent of the damages. The vice president also mentioned that he had
solicited assistance from the West German government, and had scheduled meetings with the
foreign minister and other officials in Bonn. He added that members of the Nicaraguan delegation
had arrived in Norway, Sweden, Spain, and the Eastern Bloc nations seeking disaster relief aid.
* On Oct. 24, a Cuban medical team comprised of surgeons, nurses and paramedics arrived in
Bluefields. * On Oct. 24, Reagan administration officials ruled out the possibility of Nicaragua
obtaining relief aid from the US. White House press secretary Marlin Fitzwater said no aid would
be provided because the Nicaraguan government could not be trusted to use the assistance for
disaster relief. Fitzwater asserted that President Daniel Ortega "wants to use the storm as another
platform for propaganda against the contras." [After a hurricane that swept through the Caribbean
earlier this month, the US immediately committed more than $125 million in food, medical supplies
and communications equipment to Jamaica, and dispatched teams of US technical experts to assist
with reconstruction.] State Department officials emphasized that Nicaragua had not requested any
aid. * As of Oct. 24, private charitable groups in the US, including Oxfam America, had mobilized
to raise money for storm victims. Oxfam officials called the Reagan administration's refusal to
consider disaster aid to Nicaragua "unfortunate." A Maryland-based organization, Quest for Peace,
announced a $10 million nationwide fund-raising campaign to provide assistance to hurricane
victims. The group says it hopes to send 30 cargo containers full of antibiotics, plastic sheeting,
lightweight clothing, blankets, farm supplies and food before the end of the year. Quest for Peace
spokesperson Sister Maureen Fiedler said that the effort is among at least a dozen in the US, with
most aimed chiefly at Nicaragua. Other US groups that have announced Central America stormrelief programs are the American Friends Service Committee, the American Jewish World Service,
Operation California and the Unitarian Universalist Service committee. (Basic data from Prensa
Latina, 10/23/88, 10/24/88; AP, 10/23/88; New York Times, 10/25/88)
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